CHAPTER IV
DRAMA AT THE DARBAR

ttTITH twenty-seven years of service to his credit,
" ' Ganga Ram had reached the high water mark
of his service prosperity. The year 1900 showed
that there were even higher slopes to climb, when he
was selected by Lord Curzon to act as Superinten-
dent of Works at the Imperial Darbar to be held in
connection with the accession of King Edward VII.
With Lord Curzon's reputation of being an exacting
and hard taskmaster, Ganga Ram looked forward to
his work at the Darbar as potentially the severest
trial of his engineering life.

In spite of the difficulties, forseen and unforseen,
that crowded round him, Ganga Ram, true to his
character, was undaunted, and full of courage for
the future.

His new appointment was not a simple affair.
It had created jealousy in Service circles, not only in
his own Province, but all over India, where European
engineers deeply resented the appointment of an
Indian engineer, and looked upon it as t slight on
European engiaeen by Lord CUTIOIL The Viceroy
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